Kent Cricket Board - Child Protection & Welfare
Child Protection in Kent Cricket
In all sport there has been an occasional problem with abuse of children, whether it be the destructive criticism, sarcasm and bullying by a thankfully diminishing number of coaches (or even parents), or physical and sexual abuse.  Too often in the past such issues may have been swept under the carpet.  High profile and serious cases in other sports have highlighted the problem and we can never forget the lessons of Soham. As a result the ECB has launched ‘Safe Hands – Welfare of young people in cricket’. The policy and guidelines are available on the play-cricket website or at the Child Protection courses which you are encouraged to attend.

I was appointed to offer advice and to coordinate and ensure implementation of the Child Protection and Welfare Policy throughout Kent cricket, working through the District partnerships and the KCB. I was previously Education & Welfare Officer at Oxford United F.C. As a club and league official and team captain for 30 years at my own club (sorry..in Essex) I appreciate fully the unwanted extra workload this will cause and the difficulties in finding yet another volunteer to act as Welfare Officer. I also fully understand the concerns of many long- standing club members and officers who feel we are going too far and in so doing are in danger of driving people away from cricket and from positions of responsibility.  However, on balance I believe that by implementing a more rigorous welfare policy clubs will attract more youngsters to a safer environment fully supported by satisfied parents. It is crucial that the policy is adhered to if funding, grant applications and affiliations are to be upheld. It is particularly vital as we all have a ‘duty of care’ for all young people and we do not want any form of child abuse to permeate our sport.

I hope the booklet available from KCB or from me will be of assistance to all clubs and will answer many of your questions and the templates at the rear of the booklet will help you –feel free to adapt them for your own club’s use!  It was felt this booklet and the new website would be the best way of disseminating information to all clubs as Kent is such a large county with 400 affiliated clubs. Encouragingly, by the autumn of 2006 we had 150 clubs that had implemented much of the welfare policy and 50 that had been officially excluded as they had no under 18 players or had so few that they came under the umbrella of the District WO. If any club or individual needs further advice do not hesitate to contact me and I will do my best to help.

 Dave Nash (Kent Cricket Board Welfare Officer)

KCB & KCCC – RATIONALE and ETHOS
Every child who plays cricket should be able to participate in an enjoyable and safe environment and be protected from abuse.  This is the responsibility of every adult involved in working with children in youth cricket. Kent County Cricket Club and Kent Cricket Board are committed to upholding this principle.  Child abuse is a very serious and emotive issue for society as a whole – a child could die or be permanently mentally scarred if abuse is not recognised and acted upon.

KCB and KCCC endeavour to ensure a duty of care to all young people associated with Kent clubs or Kent Young Cricketers and district squads by adopting and implementing the ECB ‘Safe hands- Welfare of Young People in Cricket’ manual and by adhering to the County Welfare policy.
Child abuse is a difficult and sensitive subject. It is vital to understand the feelings involved but not allow them to interfere with judgement about any action taken.

The England & Wales Cricket Board and Kent CCC/Kent Cricket Board recognise that the game has a duty towards children, defined as all those under 18 years of age, who enjoy playing cricket at whatever level. They recognise their obligation to ensure that those clubs and organisations providing cricket for under 18’s – this includes Kent Young Cricketers, Kent Schools District sides and Club Cricket at senior and youth levels– do so to the highest possible standard of care. 

The ethos of KCB
· We create a sense of belonging by using words like ‘we’, ‘our County’  etc 

· We keep the atmosphere purposeful, professional but calm 

· We believe that the ethos must be one of complete trust between coaches, players and parents. 

· Our children must feel safe and confident, not least in being willing to try things and make mistakes. 

Respect

Coaching staff take real interest in and have a respect for all children and young people.  In return they expect respect from the children and amongst each other.

Expectations

Staff try to be consistent in their expectations which will always be of the highest level, whilst remaining realistic. They aim to be open and honest and set an example of good social behaviour with each other and with students.  They are always very clear about what constitutes acceptable and unacceptable behaviour.

Recognising achievement and being positive

Staff aim to give praise for achievements, making sure the player knows what the praise is for. They are positive in their choice of words, tone of voice, body language and attitude.  They try to minimise use of negatives and are constructive.

Supporting disappointment at County level

Coaches and other staff do not offer false expectations and hopes.  Whilst they are honest about release decisions, they try to support released players by recognising achievement and potential and encouraging them and perhaps helping them to continue playing at the highest level possible outside the Kent Young Cricketers structure.
