GUIDELINES FOR PARENTS & UNDER 18 PLAYERS ON CHILD WELFARE & CHILD PROTECTION IN KENT CRICKET

· All cricket clubs must provide ‘duty of care’ for all under 18’s.

· The award of ‘Clubmark’ status by the Kent Cricket Board and the ECB indicates that a club is meeting all the child welfare criteria. Many more clubs will be working towards ‘Clubmark’ status – this indicates that they have already or are on the way to fulfilling all child welfare criteria. 

· Parents should check the status of a club with which their child is associated or considering joining.  All cricket clubs with under 18 players are expected to follow the ECB ‘Safe Hands’ guidelines and should have the following as a minimum–

· A fully trained Club Child Welfare Officer who has a place on the committee. Evidence of training certificates may be displayed in the club.

· A Child Welfare Policy which is displayed in pavilion, clubhouse, youth brochure or fixture card

· A comprehensive system for ensuring all relevant adults are CRB checked

In time (but certainly by early 2008 at the latest) the club and its Welfare Officer will be expected to implement the following –

· Code of conduct (for players and supporting parents/adults)

· Anti-discrimination policy

· Health & safety policy

· Complaints procedure

· Photography consent forms

· Transport consent forms

· Changing room policy with associated consent forms

· In larger clubs with large colts sections a deputy CWO may be in post
· Possibly anti-drugs policy

NOTE - Parents and young players can ask to see evidence if they so wish.  If you as a parent feel the club is not adhering to these criteria…and most particularly the top 3…you should consider moving your child to a club that does meet the criteria and is fully conversant with ‘Safe Hands.’

All of this is to ensure the under 18 players in any club are playing and learning their cricket in a safe environment which provides parents with peace of mind.

This may seem on the face of it an over-reaction and another example of our modern PC orientated and form filling society. To try to limit ‘red tape’ whilst ensuring children are as safe as possible the County Welfare Officer at the Kent Cricket Board urges all clubs and their Club WO’s to apply common sense whilst implementing and utilising the policies and consent forms. 

The KCB also appreciates the difficulties facing some clubs in the implementation process.  Nevertheless, complacency is the biggest danger and we all have to be aware that in modern society there are problems with child abuse in a variety of forms.

Clubs must not sweep the potential dangers under the carpet. The fact is that a number of adults involved in coaching, playing, umpiring or scoring have been investigated nationwide and a large number suspended or banned sine die from cricket involvement.  The problem has thankfully been minimal in Kent but there have been cases and at least 4 suspensions or bans.  
Additionally the County Welfare Officere has received reports from Club WOs of bullying/verbal abuse between children or from adults to children and this is something we are also keen to reduce.

Use of changing rooms

Technically all under 18’s should change separately from adults.  This has become a major concern for all of us, not least clubs.  In my long experience of club cricket most under 18’s want to share the changing room/showers with the adults as they enjoy the banter and the team ethic/bonding.  To make them feel isolated is not a desirable innovation for most.
The majority of clubs do not have a spare room anyway.  However, all under 18’s have the right to change separately if they so wish (usually at a different time in the same room) and all parents have the right to ask for this.  Consequently the club should devise a policy to cover this and it is strongly advised that all clubs issue to parents a changing room consent form.

If you as the parent and child agree to use the changing rooms at the same time as adults you should sign the consent form and return to the CWO in confidence.  This simply means that if there were a problem (highly unlikely but not impossible) you the parents would accept responsibility, not the club.(though the club would be expected to be vigilant enough to minimise the potential problems.)

If parents or the child prefer separate changing the club must honour this request. 

In Under 18 games there is no reason for adults to be in the changing room at the same time as youngsters are changing/showering.

Transport to away games & tours
This is another difficult area for parents, children and the   clubs.  Very often a limited number of adults, whether coaches, players or other parents, are available to transport 11 youngsters to an away colts fixture.  Equally there may be a problem in the lower senior sides where maybe 6-7 under 18’s are playing.

The basic guidelines are 4 –fold on this issue:
Parents should be given a copy of the club’s transport policy for colts + a transport consent form to complete and return to the relevant person or Club WO.  The alternative is for the parents to transport their own child to all away games.
1. The child should ensure that they are in the vehicle with another child and where possible a second adult.  For the peace of mind of all including the driver no child should travel alone in a car with an adult other than a family member.
2. The drivers should have shown to the club evidence of being insured to carry young passengers to cricket matches.
3. If the child, in emergency, has to travel alone with an adult it is advised that the child sits in the back seat.
4. If going on a colts or senior tour all under 18’s must get written consent from their parents (given to the club) and must complete a medical information form.

Playing regulations for under 18’s

All parents, children and coaches/managers should be aware of playing regulations applying to fielding positions, use of helmets for keepers and batsmen and bowling restrictions. These are for the safety and well being of young people and are imposed by the ECB nationwide.  They must be adhered to at all times in all games.

In conclusion

We hope these guidelines will clarify a few issues. What is important is that the children are able to enjoy their cricket in a safe and relaxed environment.
The Child Welfare guidelines are seemingly stringent and some may think many of them unnecessary and reflecting our modern PC orientated society.  However they are not meant to make it more difficult for under 18’s to play colts or senior cricket.  Clubs and parents need to be aware of the guidelines, implement them whilst applying common sense.
If a parent or child suspects or has complaints about any form of child abuse including bullying it is advisable to contact the Club Welfare Officer in the first instance.  If they feel unable to do this the County Welfare Officer – Dave Nash- can be contacted on 07881 804627.  All issues will be dealt with confidentially.

It is strongly advised that parents should NOT deal with these matters themselves.

We hope that all under 18’s at all clubs will continue to enjoy their cricket, improve their standards, graduate to senior cricket and play the game competitively but in the right way and that their parents will continue to support both them and the clubs they play for. Colts cricket in Kent clubs is thriving and this can only benefit Kent cricket. If this can be achieved whilst creating a much safer environment then we will all be very pleased.
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for the Kent Cricket Board and ECB

