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SCORERS (DO) COUNT

16e-mail us at ecbaco@ecb.co.uk contact us on 0207 432 1240

COMPUTER SCORING...
Report to Lynn Allen by the very-
accomplished Michael Cornwell (CEO 
of Wiltshire) on his experience of 
taking part in a ‘Computer Scoring’ 
Course - recently unveiled to 
unsuspecting candidates  – which 
all of you who have, or are about 
to try it, might find helpful…

 1.  May I suggest that future attendees 
have the trial version loaded onto 
the PC before they arrive, and are 
instructed not to use any of the 5 free 
attempts.  It took about 75 mins out 
of the planned schedule, and it was a 
struggle recovering the programme.

 2.  There was a wide range of scoring 
standards/computer familiarity amongst 
the candidates, but fortunately most 
of the pairings were able to cover both 
aspects adequately. Should you see 
anyone not too computer literate (i.e. 
aged umpires like me) having them start 
off with an experienced/competent user 
would make them more comfortable with 
the programme. That said, the second 
session when you made us change 
partners anyway, definitely stimulated 
communication in the pairings. 

 3.  By taking us through the pre-
match process step by step I think 
we all understood the importance 
of inputting these details before we 
start the match. I for one will not 
go beyond the point of no-return 
until I know the result of the toss.   

 4.  One interesting point that I absorbed 
from the course; I had not realised how 
touch sensitive my pad was until I had to 
start inputting deliveries. As you rightly 
pointed out, using a mouse is far better 
- anything that is likely to reduce errors 
is a bonus. Might be advisable to check 
touch-pad sensitivity before the course 
as several of us had to harden our pad 
response to avoid double-deliveries!.

 5.  What I also appreciated was the tips 
that you gave throughout the course - 
for example, how much data you can 
pre-set even before the season starts, 
and the options to un-check. I was 
also impressed with the booklet you 
have produced, which I will certainly 
be packing into my carrier bag.

 6.  Provided I keep the practice up, 
I feel confident I would not make a 
hash of computer scoring a match. I 
would need to practice and experiment 
on my own before trying to use the 
Wagon-Wheel, but that is for later!

Thanks - Michael

REMINDER TO ALL SCORERS
There will be a 'Level 3' course at Loughborough on 21 March. Places are 
still available - contact your CEO, or e-mail... scorer.aco@ecb.co.uk
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This is the score box at Eversley CC in Hampshire - courtesy of Arthur Strand

Alan West 
We are delighted to welcome Alan West 
as the newest member of the ECB ACO 
Board. He becomes the representative 
of the first-class scorers. Alan is the 
Chairman of ACCS, the Association of 
County Cricket Scorers; a post he was 
elected to last year having previously 
been the secretary and a member of the 
Association for the twelve seasons since 
he was appointed Lancashire’s scorer.

In a previous life, Alan was an Exams 
Board Official and 
also reported on 
cricket for Radio 
Lancashire.

Because Alan 
is a blunt speaking 
northerner, it is to 
be expected that 
he will bring robust 
opinions to the 
table not just in 
representing the 
first-class scorers 
but with a special 
interest in the 
scoring community 
in general – in 

exactly the same way that Peter Willey 
does for the umpiring community.

Nevertheless it is an apposite time 
to remind all members that we are 
The Association of  Cricket Officials 
where Officials = Umpires, Scorers and 
Assessors and that the elected Regional 
Representatives take responsibility 
for representing all Officials in the 
recreational game. 
Nick Cousins
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