Indoor Six a side National Finals 14 March 2010

Betteshanger snatch defeat from the jaws of victory

At Lords on Sunday Betteshanger Colliery Welfare CC representing the Kent Cricket Board just failed in their attempt to become National champions when they lost in their semi final match to Godmanchester Town CC from Huntingdonshire.  The Godmanchester  side featured three players who had played at minor county level, but the Betteshanger were not disgraced losing in the final over when they had the game all but won.

Godmanchester batted first, and in the large Lords arena the running game would dominate, Swannell started positively and by the third over he had retired with 25*, Derek Towe then bowled Clements for 6, and at the end of the over the score was 36 -1, runs continued to flow and Godmanchester had Cousins back in the hutch in the 6th over , at the end of the 7th over the score was 94-1.  Derek Towes final over got Betteshanger back in the game, Pateman was brilliantly run out for 23 and 2 balls later Martin Cheeseman caught Sykes the score was 101 – 3. Liam Collins then bowled Swannell with the first ball of the next over and after a couple of scampered threes Cheeseman picked up another great catch to see off  Cousins for 29 at 108 for 5 Betteshanger were back in the game.  James Cowan Godmanchester number 6 had other ideas and he batted superbly making 33 before he was out for 33 with 3 balls to spare and Godmanchester finishing on 139. Betteshangers bowling figures were Andy McNicholas 1-25, Derek Towe 2-34 and Liam Collins 2-40, and the team conceded just 9 extras. 
Betteshanger needed to score at 12 an over, and Cheeseman and Collins got them off to a brilliant start both retired with 25 and 26 respectively in the 5th over and with Godmanchester shipping extras the total was 67. Andy McNicholas and Joffy Towe kept the runs turning over and it was not until the 8th over that the first wicket fell on 88 when McNicholas 11 was caught off the bowling of Sykes, evergreen Derek Towe kept the runs ticking over and at the end of the 10th over Betteshanger were almost home and dry at 127 -1.  Godmanchesters skipper Swannell then turned the game around, his two previous overs had cost him 27 runs, and after a no ball and a run three he then bowled Martin McNicholas 0, had Cheeseman 25 LBW when he returned and then bowled Collins for 27 and at the end of the 11th over the score was 137 – 4.  Cowans had the responsibility of the last over, Betteshanger needed just 3 with the experienced Towes at the crease, Godmanchesters tails were up and the batsmen panicked, Derek backed up too far on the second ball and he was run out for 18 trying to make his ground, after another dot ball a further calling error saw Jamie run out for 25 and Godmanchester were home by 2 runs.  Swannell spell of 3-35 earned him the bowling award for the day
In the first semi final Poole Town CC (Dorset) 129 for 4 beat tournament favourites Blaydon CC (Durham) 116 for 5.

In the final Godmanchester were still pumping the adrenalin after that tense semi final, and Poole were soon in trouble losing a wicket in the first over, they recovered slowly and with some positive batting by David Miller (who won the batting award for the day) they ended up with a total of 118 for 5.
The Godmanchester batsmen again started positively  and they soon had both openers back in the hutch and after 6 overs had 80 on the board, Poole fought back and picked up two wickets but the Huntingdonshire team coasted home with 11 balls to spare finishing on 119 for 2. 
