
England & Wales Cricket Board Rules

County Playoff Draw Details

Regional Playoff Draw Details

Playing Conditions

County Organisers

2009

From Playground to Test Arena www.ecb.co.uk

  17/4/09  10:12  Page 1

      



1 Title
The title of the Competition shall be the ECB 
Under 15 National Club Cricket Championship Harry 
Secombe Trophy.

2 Management
2.1 The control of the Competition shall be undertaken 

by the ECB Recreational Cricket Group (RCG) and 
all decisions relating to these rules or to matches 
played in the Competition shall be final and binding
on all concerned.

2.2 The ECB and RCG may delegate any of their powers
and duties.

3 Entry
3.1 County: Counties who participated in the previous

year's Competition shall automatically be included 
for the following season unless written notification to
the contrary is given by 1st October in the year prior
to the Competition. 

3.2 Clubs: Each club must apply to enter their County
Competition by the date specified by their County 
Board.  A club can only enter the County 
Competition of one County Board irrespective of 
how many County Boards they are affiliated to. 
Counties must submit a list of competing clubs and
contact addresses each year to the ECB Cricket 
Department by the date specified by the ECB.  All 
Clubs entering an ECB Competition must be 
affiliated through their County Cricket Board.

4 Competition Structure
4.1 County: The Competition shall be organised on a 

County basis and each County Board shall organise
their own Competition to determine a winner to enter
the National stages of the Competition. All 
arrangements for County Competitions shall be the
responsibility of each County Board and must be 
completed and reported to the ECB Cricket 
Department in accordance with the timetable 
specified by the ECB. The name and contact details
of the winning club in each County Competition 
must be immediately notified to the ECB Cricket 
Department.

4.2 County Play-Offs: Matches in the County Play-Offs
shall be undertaken in accordance with the draw 
and timetable made each year by the ECB. The 
results must be notified to the ECB Cricket 
Department immediately following each match.

4.3 Regional and National Finals: All arrangements for
Regional and National Finals shall be made by the 
ECB Cricket Department.

5 Eligibility
The Competition shall be open to all clubs which are 
affiliated to the England and Wales Cricket Board through
their County Board. Clubs should enter the Competition of
the County in which they are physically located (as per the
ECB Cricketing County boundaries as currently defined). If
a club wishes to enter the Competition of another County 
for reasons of easier travel or historical precedent this can
be arranged provided that the permission of the home 
County Board is obtained. Such permission should not be
unreasonably withheld. A club may enter one or more 
teams but Rule 6 will apply in so far as each team will be
considered as a separate club.

6 Qualification of Players
A player may represent a club in the Competition if they 
are under 15 years of age at midnight on 31st August 
prior to the season of the Competition. All players must 
be bona-fide Junior Members of the club they represent 
and play for the club in the Junior League or Leagues 
that the club enters. A player may play for only one club 
in the Competition in any one season.

7 Cricket Balls
Each County Board shall be responsible for determining 
the supply of cricket balls for their own County 
Competition. The ECB shall be responsible for supplying 
two cricket balls for each match played in the County 
Play-Offs, the Regional and National Finals.

8 Helmets & Faceguards
Any player playing in this Competition must wear a 
helmet with a faceguard when batting and either a 
helmet with a faceguard or a faceguard when standing 
up to the stumps when keeping wicket against a hard 
ball.

9 Umpires
Each County Board shall be responsible for the 
appointment of umpires in their County Competition and 
any matches in the Play-Off Rounds .  The ECB shall 
appoint all umpires for the Regional and National Finals.  
All appointed umpires must be full members of the ECB 
Association of Cricket Officials. All umpires must have 
current CRB clearance.

10 Finance
Each County Board will receive £5 for each team 
participating in their County Competition. Reasonable 
travel expenses will be paid to each club in the County 
Play-Offs and the Regional and National Finals subject to
a completed claim form being submitted by 30th 
September in the year of the Competition.

11 Match Results
11.1 County: Each club must forward the result of their 

match to their County Board immediately following 
the completion of each match.

11.2 County Play-Offs: Each club must forward the 
result of their match to the ECB Cricket Department
immediately following each match in the County 
Play-Offs.

11.3 Regional and National Finals: Each club must 
hand a completed result sheet to the ECB organiser
immediately following each of the Regional and 
National Final matches.

12 Code of Conduct
All players, team officials, club supporters and umpires 
shall be bound by the MCC Spirit of Cricket and the ECB
Code of Conduct.

13 Coaching
Coaching shall not be permitted from the sidelines during
a match. In such an event, the umpire shall request the 
coach/manager/parent/spectator to stop. If this persists, 
the umpire shall have the power to warn the offending 
team captain and manager that the matter will be 
reported to the County Board/ECB.
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Playing Conditions
The Laws of Cricket (2000 Code 3rd Edition - 2008) shall apply with the following exceptions:
1 In all Matches

1.1 Matches shall consist of one innings per side.
1.2 Each innings shall be of 20 overs duration.  A minimum of 10 overs a side will 

constitute a match.  If the number of overs available to each side are not equal then 
run rate will be used to decide matches prior to the Regional Finals.  In Regional and
National Finals the Duckworth/Lewis method will be employed.

1.3 No bowler shall bowl more than four overs in a match.  In matches of less than 20 
overs per side the number of overs per bowler will be reduced pro rata.

1.4 The team scoring the most runs in its innings shall be the winner.
1.5 Restrictions on the placement of Fieldsmen – without Inner Circles
1.5.1 Two semi-circles shall be drawn on the field of play. The semi-circles shall have as 

their centre the middle stump at either end of the pitch. The radius of each of the 
semi-circles shall be 30 yards (27.4 metres). The ends of each semi-circle shall be 
joined to the other by a straight line drawn on the field on the same side of the pitch.
The field restriction area should be marked by painted white 'dots' at five-yard 
intervals, each 'dot' to be covered by a white plastic or rubber (but not metal) disc 
measuring seven inches in diameter.

1.5.2 At the instant of delivery, there may not be more than five fielders on the leg side.
1.5.3 For the duration of the innings only five fielders are permitted to be outside the field 

restriction marking at the instant of delivery.
1.5.4 In the event of an infringement of the above fielding restrictions, the umpire at the 

striker's end shall call and signal 'No Ball'.
1.6 Junior Fielding Restrictions
1.6.1 No young player in the Under 15 age group or younger shall be allowed to field 

closer than 8 yards (7.3 metres) from the middle stump, except behind the wicket on
the off side, until the batsman has played at the ball. A fielder shall be allowed to 
move into the restricted area to make a catch or field the ball provided that they 
were outside the area when the stroke was made.

1.6.2 For players in the Under 13 age group and below the distance is 11 yards (10 metres).
1.6.3 These minimum distances apply even if the player is wearing a helmet.
1.6.4 Should a young player in these age groups come within the restricted distance the 

umpire must stop the game immediately and instruct the fielder to move back. 
1.6.5 The Team Manager shall be responsible for identifying to the umpires any players 

who are in the Under 13 age group or younger.
1.7 Law 40.2 - Wicket Keeping Gloves will apply in all ECB Competitions.

1.8 When a batsman reaches or passes the personal total of 50 runs they must ‘retire’ 
and will not be allowed to return.  A batsman can continue their innings beyond 50 if their
‘retirement’ would end the innings before the agreed number of overs have been bowled.

2  In County Competitions
2.1 The procedure for arriving at the winner should the scores be equal shall be 

determined by each County Board.
3 In County Play-Offs, Regional and National Finals

In the event of the scores of each team being equal the winner shall be determined 
as follows:
3.1 The side which has taken the greater number of wickets.
3.2 If still equal, the side with the higher score at the end of 19 overs. If still equal, the 

score at the end of 18 overs, etc.
3.3 In the event of no result being obtained by other methods and where there is no reserve 

date on which to play the game, a bowl-out (outdoors or indoors) will take place to achieve 
a result. Five players from each side will bowl two overarm deliveries each at a wicket 
(conforming to Law 8) from a wicket pitched at a distance of 22 yards (or the length of pitch
applicable in the Competition) with, if practicable, bowling, popping and return creases 
marked (conforming to Law 9). The side, which bowls down the wicket (as defined in Law 
28.1a) the most times, shall be the winner. If the scores are equal, the same players will 
bowl one ball each alternately to achieve a result on a 'sudden death' basis.
The following shall also apply in respect of bowl-outs:

3.3.1 The same suitably acceptable ball (not a new one) will be used by both teams. If 
this ball becomes wet, it may be changed subject to the umpires' approval.

3.3.2 If a bowler bowls a No ball it will count as one of the two deliveries but will not 
count towards the score of the team.

3.3.3 If the original match has started, then the five cricketers nominated to take part in the 
bowl-out must be chosen from the eleven cricketers and 12th man selected to play in 
the match. If there has been no play in the original match (the toss has not taken 
place), the five cricketers may be selected from any of the players in the squad as 
registered on Play-Cricket.

3.3.4 Each side will appoint a wicket-keeper to stand behind the wicket but out of reach 
of the stumps.

3.4 In the event of a rain curtailed match
3.4.1 The match can be rearranged, if before the original game has been started, both 

sides can mutually agree a reserve date before the deadline date for that round.
3.4.2 Or, if weather permits, the winner shall be decided by a bowl-out, as defined 

in 3.3. above.
3.4.3 Or, if a bowl-out is not possible, the winner shall be decided by the toss of a coin.

County Competitions to be completed by Sunday 5th July.  Contact information for County Winners is to be communicated to
the ECB Cricket Department by Tuesday 7th July.

COUNTY  PLAY-OFFS
1st Round matches to be played on Sunday 12th July
2nd Round matches to be played on Sunday 19th July
All County Play-Off matches shall be completed on or by Sunday 26th July.

NATIONAL  FINALS
Thursday 27th August at Kibworth Cricket Club, Fleckney Road, Kibworth Beauchamp, Leicestershire, LE8  0HJ

Group 1
1st Round

Nottinghamshire  v Lincolnshire
Northumberland v Cumbria

2nd Round
Derbyshire  v Notts or Lincs

Cheshire  v Lancashire
Scotland v Northumberland or Cumbria

Yorkshire  v Durham

Group 2
1st Round  

Suffolk  v Norfolk
Huntingdonshire  v Cambridgeshire

Staffordshire  v Shropshire

2nd Round  
Huntingdonshire or Cambridgeshire  v Suffolk or Norfolk

Northamptonshire  v Oxfordshire
Staffordshire or Shropshire  v Worcestershire

Warwickshire  v Leicestershire

REGIONAL  FINALS
GROUP 1

York Cricket Club Wednesday 5th August 2009
(reserve day – Thursday 6th August)
(Match Manager – John Pearson)

GROUP 2
Leamington Monday 3rd August 2009
Cricket Club (reserve day – Tuesday 4th August)

(Match Manager – David Gallagher)

GROUP 3
Weston-super-Mare Thursday 30th July 2009
Cricket Club (reserve day – Friday 31st July)

(Match Manager – Andrew Moulding)

GROUP 4
Horsham Cricket Club Tuesday 28th July 2009

(reserve day – Wednesday 29th July)
(Match Manager – Barry Peay)

Group 3
1st Round 

Cornwall  v Devon  
Isle of Wight  v Dorset

2nd Round  
Somerset  v Cornwall or Devon

Hampshire  v Isle of Wight or Dorset
Herefordshire  v Wales

Wiltshire  v Gloucestershire

Group 4
1st Round  

Bedfordshire  v Buckinghamshire

2nd Round  
Beds or Bucks  v Hertfordshire

Essex  v Kent  
Middlesex  v Berkshire

Sussex  v Surrey
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COUNTY ORGANISERS

Completions Manager 
Patrick Mahony
England and Wales Cricket Board
Lord’s Cricket Ground, 
London NW8 8QZ
Tel: 020 7432 1229  
Fax: 020 7289 5619
Mobile: 07917 521522  
Email: patrick.mahony@ecb.co.uk

Bedfordshire
Mr David Mercer, 
The Old Administration Building, 
School Lane, 
Carlton MK43 7LQ
Tel: 01234 721705 (h)
Mobile: 07785 722241
Email: david.mercer@ecb.co.uk

Berkshire
Mr Brian Johns
52 Hatherley Road, Reading, 
Berkshire, RG1 5QE
Tel: 01189 623 125 (h)
Email: brian.johns@bycl.org

Buckinghamshire
Mr Martin Watts
Kempton, Vache Lane, 
Chalfont St Giles, HP8 4SB
Tel: 01494 875019 (h)
Tel: 01494 583855 (w)
Mobile: 07879 696346
Email: martinw@cellartrends.co.uk

Cambridgeshire
Mr Ian Reid
34 Greystoke Rd, Cambridge, 
Cambridgeshire, CB1 8DS
Tel: 01223 562 013 (h)
Mobile: 07868 648 811
Email: ian.reid620@ntl.world.com

Cheshire
Mr Mike Tyerman
16 Portola Close, Grappenhall, Warrington, 
Cheshire, WA4 2SW
Tel: 01925 266 144 (h)
Email: miketyerman@cwctv.net

Cornwall
Mr Steve Barrett
10 Connoc Close, Liskeard, 
Cornwall, PL14 3UY
Tel: 01579 340981 (h)
Mobile: 07944 539275
Email: s.barrett753@btinternet.com

Cumbria
Mr Ian Heath
5 Shanny Lane, Natland, Sedgwick, 
Cumbria, LA9 7QX
Tel: 01539 560 141 (h)
Email: ianheath248@btinternet.com

Derbyshire
Mr Chris Porter
County Cricket Ground
Nottingham Road, Derby DE21 6DA
Tel: 01332 388131 (w)
Mobile: 07974 350308
Email: chris.porter@derbyshireccc.com

Devon
Mr Matthew Theedom
ECB Office, Sports Hall, University of
Exeter,Stocker Road, Exeter, EX4 4QN
Tel: 01392 262509 (w)
Mobile: 07785 722269
Email: matt.theedom@ecb.co.uk

Dorset
Mr Keith Brewer
Dorset Cricket Centre, Hurn, 
Christchurch, BH23 6DY
Tel: 01305 260898 (h)
Tel: 01202 470852 (w)
Mobile: 07785 722270
Email: keith.brewer@ecb.co.uk

Durham
Mr Bob Jackson
Otterburn, Leazes Villas, Burnopfield, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, NE16 6HN
Tel: 01207 270 526 (h)
Email: Bob.Jackson@ecb.co.uk

Essex
Mr Cliff Greenhill
99 The Lindens, Loughton, 
Essex, IG10 3HT
Tel: 02085 022 064 (h)
Email: cliff.greenhill@btinternet.com

Gloucestershire
Mr Eric Woodmason
The County Ground, Nevil Road
Bristol BS7 9EJ
Tel: 01453 826002 (h)
Tel: 0117 910 80060(w)
Mobile: 07813 310815
Email: eric@woodmason.glosccc.co.uk

Hampshire
Mr Greig Stewart
The Hampshire Rose Bowl, Botley Road
West End, Southampton SO30 3XH
Tel: 02380 475653 (w)
Mobile: 07920 452537
Email: greig.stewart@rosebowlplc.com

Herefordshire
Mr Glynn Harrhy
Bridge Street Sports Centre, Bridge Street,
Leominster HR6 8EA
Tel: 01568 615799 (w)
Mobile: 07800 534061
Email: glyn.harrhy@ecb.co.uk

Hertfordshire (joint)
Mr Andrew Meadmore
23 Westfield Road, Bishop's Stortford, 
Herts, CM23 2RE
Tel: 01279 652371 (h)
Mobile: 07817 972151
Email: leagues@hertscolts.co.uk

Hertfordshire (joint)
Mrs Val Waring
The Cottage, Church Lane, Great Hallingbury, 
Bishop's Stortford, CM22  7UA
Tel: 01279 659535 (h)
Tel: 07979 450871 (w)
Email: leagues@hertscolts.co.uk

Huntingdonshire
Mr Kevin Clement
Unit 6 Hill Farm
Wennington
Huntingdon PE28 2LU
Tel: 01487 773926 (w)
Mobile: 07763 971948
Email: huntscb@yahoo.co.uk

Isle of Wight
Mr Robert Buckett
33 Pellhurst Road, Ryde, Isle of Wight 
PO33 3BS
Tel: 01983 564509 (h)
Mobile: 07989 920993
Email: buckettb@aol.com

Kent
Ms Heidi Coleman
St Lawrence Ground, Old Dover Road, 
Canterbury, CT1 3NZ
Tel: 01227 473621 (w)
Mobile: 07766605597
Email: Heidi.Coleman.Kent@ecb.co.uk    

Lancashire
Mr Tony Potter
Lancashire CB, County Cricket Ground, Old
Trafford, Manchester, M16 0PX
Tel: 08700 624625 (w)
Email: tpotter@lccc.co.uk

Leicestershire
Mr Neeta Patel
Leics & Rutland CB, County Ground, 
Grace Rd, Leicester, LE2 8AD
Tel: 0116 244 2198 (w)
Mobile: 07967733489
Email: Neeta.Patel@ecb.co.uk          

Lincolnshire
Mr Niall Young
11 Rye Close, Barleyfields, Sleaford, 
Lincolnshire, NG34 7BT
Tel: 01529 300 293 (w)
Mobile: 07785 722 280
Email: niall.young@ecb.co.uk

Middlesex
Mr Tony Ward
74 Varsity Drive, Twickenham TW1 1AH
Tel: 020 87449428 (h)
Email: tonywward@btinternet.com

Norfolk
Mr David Green
1 Church Street, Ashill, Thetford IP25 7AW
Tel: 01760 447451 (h)
Email: david_green@care4free.net

Northamptonshire
Mr Ian Lucas
Northamptonshire CB, Abington Avenue, 
Northampton, NN1 4PR
Tel: 01604 609256 (w)
Mobile: 07768 552 656
Email: ian.lucas@nccc.co.uk

Northumberland
Mr Chris Catnach
135 New Ridley Road, Stocksfield, 
Newcatle-upon-Tyne, NE43 7EX
Tel: 01661 842 836 (h)
Email: Chris.Catnach@ecb.co.uk

Nottinghamshire
Mr Kevin Marshall
15 Boxley Drive
West Bridgford
Nottingham NG2 7GQ
Tel: 0115 914 5923 (h)
Mobile: 07719 395916
Email: kmarsh@ntlworld.com

Oxfordshire
Lesley Pykett
19 Turnfields, Ickford, 
Aylesbury, HP18 9HP
Tel: 01844 339571 (h)
Email: lpykett@bucksgfl.org.uk

Scotland
Mr Stewart Oliver
National Cricket Academy, MES Sports Centre,
Ravelston, Edinburgh, EH4 3NT
Tel: 0131 313 7425 (w)
Email: stewartoliver@cricketscotland.com

Shropshire
Mr Steve Aston
Shropshire Cricket Board, Wrekin College,
Sutherland Road, Wellington, TF1 3BH
Tel: 01952 201 000 (h)
Tel: 01952 265676 (w)
Mobile: 07775 814383
Email: shrop.board@tiscali.co.uk

Somerset
Mr Dan Hodges
Orchard House, Courthay, Pitney, 
Langport, TA10 9AE
Tel: 01458 250154 (h)
Email: hodges_christine@hotmail.com

Staffordshire
Mr Peter Pritchard
67 Bradbury Lane, Hednesford, Cannock, 
Staffordshire, WS12 4EN
Tel: 01543 425 434 (h)

Suffolk
Mr Kevin Boardman
30 North Terrace, Mildenhall, 
Suffolk, IP28 7AB
Tel: 01638 515503 (w)
Email: boarders@boarders1.co.uk

Surrey
Mr Jerry Arnull
17-21 Sunbeam Road, Park Royal, 
London, NW10 6JP
Tel: 020 8965 6094 (h)
Tel: 020 8965 6094 (w)
Email: bernard.arnull@easynet.co.uk                

Sussex
Mr Tim Shutt
County Ground, Eaton Road, Hove BN3 3AN
Tel: 01273 827117 (w)
Mobile: 07500 025449
Email: tim.shutt@sussexcricket.co.uk

Wales
Mr Nigel Williams
8 Brecon Street, Llantwit Major, Vale of
Glamorgan CF61 2GJ
Tel: 01446 796173 (h)
Mobile: 07899 024369
Email: nglwil@aol.com

Warwickshire
Amy Smart 
County Ground, Edgbaston, Birmingham 
B5 7QU
Tel: 0121 446 3615 (w)
Email: amysmart@edgbaston.com

Wiltshire
Mr Chris Sheppard
PO Box 10, Fairford, GL7 4YR
Tel: 01285 810809 (h)
Mobile: 07831 565866
Email: chris.sheppard@ecb.co.uk

Worcestershire
Mr Derek Russell
41 Christine Avenue, Rushwick, 
Worcester, WR2 5SW
Tel: 01905 422274 (h)

Yorkshire
Mr Steve Pickles
4 Bromley Road, Bingley, 
West Yorkshire, BD16 4BU
Tel: 01274 782035 (h)
Mobile: 07870 315 437
Email: spicricket@hotmail.co.uk
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